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L/B SEACOR POWER Capsizing –

Summary of Proceedings and Issues

• Capsizing occurred on 13 April 2021 at roughly1541 local time, ~8 

miles south of Port Fourchon en route to a Talos Energy platform 

located in “Main Pass Block 138” east of the Mississippi Delta 

• POWER was engaged in jacking down and turning to windward at 

the time of the incident:

(NTSB Preliminary Report

• The exposed leg had descended about five feet, which would take 

about a minute, indicating jacking maneuver had commenced very 

shortly before capsizing
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WAKE LOW EVENT
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• Nineteen personnel on board: 

− nine crew (employed by Seacor Marine, LLC); 

− two galley staff (OSSA Offshore Catering), 

− eight offshore workers (Cardinal Services, Inc.; Chalmers, Collins 

& Alwell; Major Equipment and Remediation Services, Inc.; 

Fugro)

• 7 remain missing and are presumed deceased; 6 confirmed 

deceased; 6 rescued

• Likely significant status issues, and resulting damage category 

differences, among the various personnel (Sanchez v. Smart 

Fabricators of Texas, L.L.C., 997 F.3d 564, 576 (5th Cir. 2021))
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• Salvage/rescue operations were hampered in first 48 hours by 

ongoing severe weather

• Original salvage plan was to parbuckle right the vessel and tow to 

shore, but cracks developed between hull and superstructure that 

prevented safe execution of this plan (https://www.workboat.com/offs 

hore/capsized-liftboat-in-gom-beginning-to-break-apart)

• Bow section was recovered and barged to MARS in Houma July 9 

2021

• Remainder of hull remained in place, although the wreck and wreck 

site were affected by Hurricane Ida

• No update on salvage from USCG since July

• Court has entered a preservation/inspection protocol for the vessel 

remnants at the MARS facility
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• NTSB preliminary report issued 18 May 2021

• Public Hearing held in Houma from 2-13 August 2021; 32 witnesses +

230 exhibits
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• NTSB is the lead agency for the SEACOR POWER Investigation

• https://livestream.com/uscginvestigations/events/9764017

• 17 June 2021 NTSB-USCG MOU (superseding 19 Dec. 2008 MOU):
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• Around 1200 CT- watch stander observed issued with connectivity between Chesapeake 

and NOLA unmanned broadcast facilities; not restored until 423 PM  l

• Potential issues with respect to USCG marine safety mission

• NAVTEX outage due to problem with Verizon coverage

7:02 AM – Seacor

Dispatch Forecast
12:17 – Departure 2:27 PM – NAVTEX NWS Special 

Marine Warning

12:07 – NAVTEX NWS 

Special Marine Warning
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• Testimony by USCG Naval Architecture Division Chief that existing USCG

regulations may not adequately address stability thresholds/limits for non-

shipshape vessel hull forms such as liftboats (in particular with respect to IMO

MODU code)

• USCG is actively studying this issue with respect to liftboats, and may expand

study scope to other non-shipshape hull forms

• 46 CFR 174.055 allows for use of 70 knot wind speed for “normal operating

conditions” with respect to wind heeling moment calculations (although

industry standard for operating manual for liftboats is 5-foot seas)

• Plan for study was developed before incident, but not set to commence

formally until FY ‘22
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• Limitation of Liability Petition filed 2 June 2021 by three entities: 

Falcon Global Offshore II, LLC (as owner), Seacor Marine, LLC (as 

operator) and Seacor Liftboats, LLC (as “incorrectly” named 

owner/operator)

• 44 claimants; 37 personal injury/wrongful death; 7 commercial 

claimants/cross-claimants

• Claims asserted against Seacor entities as well as:

− Talos Energy, LLC (alleged time charterer liability)

− Donjon Smit, LLC/Donjon Marine Co., Inc. (alleged negligent 

rescue/salvage operations)

− SEMCO, LLC (alleged negligent design/construction/modification)
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Unseaworthiness

• Generally, the owner of a vessel has an absolute 

nondelegable duty to provide a seaworthy vessel, and is the 

appropriate defendant to an unseaworthiness claim

• The appropriate defendant in an unseaworthiness case is the 

person who had operational control of the ship at the time the 

condition was created, or the accident occurred

• Delozier v. S2 Energy Operating, LLC, 491 F.Supp.3d 149 

(E.D. La 2020) – Summary Judgment granted as payroll 

employer was not liable on Jones Act seaman’s 

unseaworthiness claim 
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− Elements of a maritime negligence cause of action: 

▫ (1) the defendant owed a duty; 

▫ (2) the defendant breached that duty; 

▫ (3) the plaintiff sustained damages; and 

▫ (4) the defendant's wrongful conduct caused his damages.

▫ Tort claims for negligent construction or design of vessels will 

lie in admiralty if the negligence constitutes a maritime tort 

(Employers Ins. Of Wausau v. Suwannee River Spa Lines, Inc., 866 

F. 2d 752 (5th Cir. 1989); Jig the Third Corp. v. Puritan Marine Ins. 

Underwriters Corp., 519 F.2d 171, 174 (5th Cir. 1975). 

Maritime Tort - Negligent Design and Construction 
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− Elements of a Maritime Products Claim :

▫ (1) the defendant sold the products;

▫ (2) the products were unreasonably dangerous or defective when they 

left the defendant’s control;

▫ (3) those defects caused the plaintiff’s injury; and

▫ (4) damages.

▫ The “ultimate user or consumer” who is harmed by the allegedly 

defective product may file suit. He may be an employee of the 

final purchaser.

Maritime Products Liability
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− Elements of Res Ipsa Loquitur:

▪ Applies where a plaintiff uses circumstantial evidence alone to prove 

negligence by defendant

▫ “The thing speaks for itself” allows inference of negligence on part of 

defendant from circumstances surrounding injury

▫ Applies when 3 criteria are met:

◦ (1) Injury is the kind which ordinarily does not occur in the absence of 

negligence;

◦ (2) Evidence must sufficiently eliminate other more probable causes 

of the injury, such as conduct of plaintiff or third person; and 

◦ (3) Negligence of defendant must fall within scope of his duty to 

plaintiff.

Res Ipsa!!! 


