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Initiatives of the
National Recreational Boating Safety Program  

(2022 – 2026)
• Initiative 1: Positively Influence 

Recreational Boater Behavior
• Initiative 2: Positively Influence 

Recreational Boat and 
Accessory Manufacturers

• Initiative 3: Leverage 
Recreational Boating Data
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USCG Grant Programs
• State RBS Grant Program (FY 2024 funding $118,104,023)

• Formula Grant
• Eligibility Criteria
• Annually Approved and Awarded

• National Nonprofit Organization Grant Program
• Eligible 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization
• Must be national-in-scope
• Up to 5% of funding available, usually about $6,000,000

• National Recreational Boating Safety Survey Grant Program
• $1.5 million available each year
• May be a grant or a contract
• NOFO posted in Grants.gov for 2 eligible agencies



State Grant Programs
5 Elements of State Program Compliance
1. A vessel numbering system
2. A cooperative boating safety assistance program with the Coast Guard in that State
3. Sufficient patrol and other activity to ensure adequate enforcement of applicable State 

boating safety laws and regulations
4. An adequate State boating safety education program, that includes the dissemination 

of information concerning the hazards of operating a vessel when under the influence 
of alcohol or drugs

5. A system, approved by the Secretary, for reporting marine casualties

There is a STATE matching requirement of up to 50%.
 



National Nonprofit 
Organization Grant Program
• Funded to 501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations
• About $6,000,000 in funding each year
• Purpose to reduce number of accidents, injuries and deaths, and safe 

boating experience
• National in scope to nonprofit organizations
• Grants are focused on outreach, standards, conferences, courses, 

public health and safety equipment



National Recreation Boating 
Safety Survey Grant Program
• BSX will be fielding a future nationwide survey on boating pending OMB 

approval.
• NORC at the University of Chicago will help conduct the survey on behalf of USCG
• Survey yields:

• Nationwide estimate on the number of boaters
• Estimate of unregistered boats (canoes, kayaks, etc.)
• Estimates and usage of communication, distress and safety equipment & boating safety 

courses
• By-state estimate of boating exposure hours

• Public Comment Period open through Nov 4
• https://www.regulations.gov/docket/USCG-2024-0734

https://www.regulations.gov/docket/USCG-2024-0734
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