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MARITIME COMMERCE
STATISTICS

U.S. MTS BY THE NUMBERS

95, 000 Miles of  Shoreline

25,000 Miles of  Navigable Channels

50,000 Federal ATON (buoys, beacons, 

ranges)

361 Ports (commercial)

20,000 Bridges (crossing waterways)

Annual Economic Value:

23 Million U.S. Jobs sustained

$4.6 trillion of  economic activity

90% of  U.S. imports and exports 

enter/exit by ship
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• Maritime Transportation Safety Act 

• Title 46 of  the U.S. Code (Shipping)

• Title 33 of  the U.S. Code (Navigation)

• Port Waterways Safety Act 

• Magnuson Act

• Oil Pollution Act & CERCLA

• Outer Continental Shelf  Lands Act

• Functions of  the USCG: 14 USC §§

81-93

• International Agreements

SOLAS, MARPOL, Polar Code

Maritime Transportation System: By the Law
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Contemporary Maritime Transportation
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• Control measures:

• “Captain of the Port” orders

• Port State Control

• Safety, environmental 
protection, security

• Limited Access Areas
•ISPS Verification Exams
•Conditions of  Entry
•MARSEC Directives
•Plans – Vessel / Facility / AMSC
•Foreign Port Assessments

Ports, Waterways, & Coastal Security
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Regulating Shipping with 

oversight of 

Third Party Organizations

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.professionalmariner.com/images/cache/cache_b/cache_8/cache_b/PSC-b4745b8b.jpeg?ver%3D1501534331%26aspectratio%3D1.4084507042254&imgrefurl=http://www.professionalmariner.com/August-2017/PSC-ship-detentions-lowest-in-five-years-but-fire-violations-rise-again/&docid=Xe1aEWRRTPkuVM&tbnid=bILO1wAxILiD3M:&vet=10ahUKEwicmujazbXdAhXE41MKHarEB-UQMwhHKAowCg..i&w=300&h=213&itg=1&client=firefox-b-1-ab&bih=872&biw=1254&q=port state control exam&ved=0ahUKEwicmujazbXdAhXE41MKHarEB-UQMwhHKAowCg&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.professionalmariner.com/images/cache/cache_b/cache_8/cache_b/PSC-b4745b8b.jpeg?ver%3D1501534331%26aspectratio%3D1.4084507042254&imgrefurl=http://www.professionalmariner.com/August-2017/PSC-ship-detentions-lowest-in-five-years-but-fire-violations-rise-again/&docid=Xe1aEWRRTPkuVM&tbnid=bILO1wAxILiD3M:&vet=10ahUKEwicmujazbXdAhXE41MKHarEB-UQMwhHKAowCg..i&w=300&h=213&itg=1&client=firefox-b-1-ab&bih=872&biw=1254&q=port state control exam&ved=0ahUKEwicmujazbXdAhXE41MKHarEB-UQMwhHKAowCg&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.professionalmariner.com/images/cache/cache_b/cache_8/cache_b/PSC-b4745b8b.jpeg?ver%3D1501534331%26aspectratio%3D1.4084507042254&imgrefurl=http://www.professionalmariner.com/August-2017/PSC-ship-detentions-lowest-in-five-years-but-fire-violations-rise-again/&docid=Xe1aEWRRTPkuVM&tbnid=bILO1wAxILiD3M:&vet=10ahUKEwicmujazbXdAhXE41MKHarEB-UQMwhHKAowCg..i&w=300&h=213&itg=1&client=firefox-b-1-ab&bih=872&biw=1254&q=port state control exam&ved=0ahUKEwicmujazbXdAhXE41MKHarEB-UQMwhHKAowCg&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Waterways Management
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Technological Changes Ahead: AI, Connectivity & 

Autonomy
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Emerging Frontiers: The Arctic, Cyber 

Threats and Aerial Drones
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