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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q3h8HbloK0o
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60 Minutes Segment On El Faro



U.S. Coast Guard 
The Search

37th Coast Guard District Leadership  
Planning the search for El Faro

Search Conditions

Coast Guard Officials Planning 
the Search



Routes to San Juan



Heavy Weather Forecasting Issues

28 Sep (0500 EDT) TD Joaquin 

forecast & position

01 Oct (0500 EDT) Hurricane

Joaquin forecast & position
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Key Storm Voyage Decision Points



Sinking of the S.S. EL FARO



• Response & initial actions

• Addressing immediate questions & concerns 

raised by crewmembers’ families
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Tote’s Initial Response



Engagement with Family Members



General Counsel

USCG NTSB

Litigation

Wrongful Death 
Claims

Litigation

Cargo Claims 

Organizing the Team



Limitation Action & Government Investigations

12



The Coast Guard MBI & NTSB Investigation
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– Class societies establish and apply technical 

standards for the design, construction and survey of 

marine related facilities, including vessels and 

offshore structures

– Maintain a Register of 

Vessels and Offshore 

Structures

ABS Named as a Party in Interest: Coast Guard MBI 

& NTSB Investigations

• Classification: Process/Role



• Classification is a Process

– Technical standards (Rules 
and Guides) are not design 
codes

– Technical plan review and 
design approval according 
to Rules

– Surveys during new 
construction and equipment 
certification according to the 
Rules

– Subsequent, periodic surveys 
for maintenance of class

– Survey of damages, repairs 
and modifications

ABS Named as a Party in Interest: Coast Guard MBI & 

NTSB Investigations (cont’d)
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• Class Societies perform delegated 

certification services on behalf of:

• Governmental Agencies/Flag 

States

• National Requirements

• International Maritime 

Organization (IMO) –

Conventions

• SOLAS/MARPOL /LOADLINE

• ISM/ISPS/CODES/MARITIME 

LABOUR CONVENTION

• Referred to as Recognized 

Organizations

Classification and Statutory Services

© IMO



• A stakeholder in the 
safety network

• Independent Third-Party 
Review

• Involved in joint industry 
and government 
research and 
development

• Complete lifecycle 
approach to projects

− Safety Performance

− Risk Reduction

Class Role in Marine and Offshore Safety



• ABS named a Party In-Interest pursuant to 46 CFR 

Part 4 along with Tote, the Captain’s estate and 

Herbert Engineering.

• ABS performed inspections on behalf of USCG of 

Tote vessels in the Alternative Compliance Program 

(ACP).

• The S/S El Faro met all Class and Statutory 

Requirements at the time of the Casualty.

ABS – Marine Board of Investigation/NTSB 

Investigation



Voyage Data Recorder



• Articulating the Cause: Release of the USCG & 

NTSB Reports
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Government Investigation Reports



Click mouse or arrow on 

keyboard to start animation

USCG MBI 

Simulation -

Looking AFT 

PORT List 

0-20 degrees

Lube oil 

sump tank

LOOKING AFT

LOSS OF PROPULSION ~ 0600 



EL FARO Lessons Learned





Louis Champa -- Palm Coast, Florida

Roosevelt Clark -- Jacksonville, Florida

Sylvester Crawford Jr. -- Lawrenceville, 
Georgia

Michael Davidson -- Windham, Maine

Brookie Davis -- Jacksonville, Florida

Keith Griffin -- Fort Myers, Florida

Frank Hamm -- Jacksonville, Florida

Joe Hargrove -- Orange Park, Florida

Carey Hatch -- Jacksonville, Florida

Michael Holland -- North Wilton, Maine

Jack Jackson -- Jacksonville, Florida

Jackie Jones, Jr. -- Jacksonville, Florida

Lonnie Jordan -- Jacksonville, Florida

Piotr Krause -- Poland

Mitchell Kuflik -- Brooklyn, New York

Roan Lightfoot -- Jacksonville Beach, Florida
Jeffrey Mathias -- Kingston, Massachusetts
Dylan Meklin -- Rockland, Maine
Marcin Nita – Poland
Jan Podgorski – Poland
James Porter -- Jacksonville, Florida
Richard Pusatere -- Virginia Beach, Virginia
Theodore Quammie -- Jacksonville, Florida
Danielle Randolph -- Rockland, Massachusetts
Jeremie Riehm -- Camden, Delaware
Lashawn Rivera -- Jacksonville, Florida
Howard Schoenly -- Cape Coral, Florida
Steven Shultz -- Roan Mountain, Tennessee
German Solar-Cortes -- Orlando, Florida
Anthony Thomas -- Jacksonville, Florida
Andrzej Truszkowski -- Poland
Mariette Wright -- St. Augustine, Florida
Rafal Zdobych -- Poland


