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The Lawyer’s Perspective



Maritime Arbitration 
1000’s of years old



MMAC

• The Miami Maritime Arbitration Council 
was founded in 1985 by the Marine 
Council of Greater Miami to provide an 
alternative method of dispute resolution 
for mariners and marine interests in 
Florida.



The MMAC Board & Panel

• The MMAC board was made up of 
maritime lawyers, surveyors, insurance 
agents and other maritime professionals 
to provide a balanced board and panel to 
provide maritime arbitration by 
professionals in the industry



Sometimes, bad things happen.



Salvage Claims



Cargo Claims



Shipyard Builders/Repair
Contract Disputes



Crew Claims



Purchase & Charter Yacht Disputes



Ship owners need to have a plan in 
place before they suffered a loss



An alternative to a lawsuit 



arbitration in future disputes

• Any dispute, controversy or claim arising from or 
relating to this contract or the breach, 
termination or invalidity thereof shall be settled 
by arbitration in accordance with the Rules of 
Procedure of the Miami Maritime Arbitration 
Council in effect at the commencement of the 
arbitration.  The award shall be final and shall 
be enforceable by any court having jurisdiction.



Local dispute resolution

• MMAC was formed to provide an 
alternative to Foreign Arbitration of the 
yachting business as a growing majority of 
the recreational and large yacht business 
is located here in South Florida. 



• Our panel of arbitrators are dedicated to 
providing fair and relatively inexpensive 
method of dispute resolution. The MMAC 
is managed by the Marine Council of 
Greater Miami and provides the arbitration 
rules, membership roster, model 
arbitration clauses, and procedures for 
arbitration.



Selecting an Arbitration Panel 

• .



Going to Court: You could get 
these judges… .



Or, these judges… .



Or this one….!



Review your contracts.



Review the rules in place.



Venue Selection Clause



Agree on a location



Preserve your 
records/evidence to support 

the claim
• Have all of your bills, photos, charts, time 

lines, correspondence, work orders, etc.
• Put together a presentation so it is easily 

understood by the client and the arbitrator
• Prepare a report for the arbitration panel
• Locate your witnesses.



Now is not the time to read the 
Contracts. 



Speed is important.



Try and move this along as quickly 
as possible.



Business Benefits 

• Arbitration affords a certain amount of 
privacy.

• It is less confrontational then a court 
proceeding.

• It can be one last way to try to keep the 
customer.



Avoid interest, lay days, down time, 
lost business.



submission clause

• The undersigned hereby agree to submit 
to arbitration under the Rules of 
Procedure of the Miami Maritime 
Arbitration Council the following dispute: 
(describe dispute briefly).  We agree the 
award shall be final and enforceable by 
any Court having jurisdiction. 



Salvage Claims



Lloyds – Salvage Agreement



Crew Claims - Arbitration



Crew Contracts –Arbitration

• Agreements to arbitrate are governed by 
the Convention of the Recognition and 
Enforcement of Foreign Arbitral Awards 
("Convention").  codified in the Federal 
Arbitration Act 9 U.S.C. §§ 201-208. 



Federal Courts - Arbitration 

• Federal courts have the power to compel 
arbitration pursuant to an agreement to 
arbitrate, even where the arbitration is to 
be held outside of the United States. 9. 
U.S.C. § 206. 



Crew Employment Contracts 
Arbitration Clause 



Brokers and Owners need to 
have a plan beforehand in case  

something goes wrong… .



Have the Terms in Place Before 
the Deal is reached



Maritime Arbitration - Trends

• A growing number of crew claims
• Increased recreational boat salvage
• Charter yacht claims
• Brokers/buyers/commission disputes
• Builders/repair contracts  



Otherwise you could be left 
stranded… .



Thank you !

Michael R. Karcher
Miami Maritime Arbitration Council


