
U.S. Foreign

NO

YES

NO YES

NO YES

Does Vessel have 
Coastwise 

Endorsement?

Is Vessel 
Inspected?

Is Vessel U.S. or 
Foreign Flag?

Bona Fide Bareboat Charter
12 passengers or fewer

Bona Fide 
Bareboat Charter-
12 passengers or 

fewer

Yacht Charter
Decision Tree

Mark Buhler & 
Theresa Bennett

Is Vessel over 100 
gross tons

Time Charter limited to 6 
passengers or fewer or 

Bareboat Charter limited to 
12 passengers or fewer

Time Charter or 
Bareboat Charter 

limited to 12
passengers or fewer

Time or Bareboat Charter-
Passenger limit based on 

USCG inspection 

Vessels exceeding the above 
passenger limits are subject 
to Inspection as Small 
Passenger Vessels.

Vessels exceeding the
above passenger limits are 
subject to Inspection as  
Passenger Vessels




