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P A R T N E R



Sean Houseal is the Chair of the Marine Ecology and Maritime Criminal Law 
Committee of the MLA.  He is a partner with Womble Bond Dickinson, 
based in the firm's Charleston, South Carolina office.  A former 
environmental prosecutor, Sean’s practice includes the counseling of clients 
in response to MARPOL and other whistleblower allegations, enforcement 
actions, grand jury investigations, criminal charges, and natural resource 
damage assessments.  

Sean is the leader of Womble's Admiralty and Ports team, and he and his 
team work with the International Group of Protection & Indemnity Clubs, 
Hull and Machinery underwriters and other domestic and international 
marine insurers, cruise lines, chassis pool interests, dredging companies, 
freight forwarders and other logistics providers, heavy equipment 
manufacturers, marine towing companies, recreational boat and yacht 
manufacturers, shipowners and charterers, watersports businesses, and other 
clients who rely on the intermodal supply chain.

In addition, Sean provides emergency response to marine and land-based 
transportation casualties, including pollution incidents and toxic torts, 
maritime arrests and attachment proceedings, and recreational boating, 
trucking, and other commercial and industrial accidents.   

Sean and his team also draft and negotiate intermodal transportation 
contracts, resolve charter party disputes, advise clients on the structuring of 
marine finance transactions, and provide transportation regulatory guidance.


